
Six years have now elapsed since the " English Woman's
Journal" was started, and this number for February, 1864,
being the last of the twelfth volume, I have thought that it
might be useful to say a few words to our readers regarding the
motives which led to its commencement, and the reasons which
have induced those wlio started it to carry out their undertaking
in one particular way. [Numerous questions are constantly
(and very naturally) asked by friends who come to the office ,
of those who conduct its practical business ; observations are
made as to the relative size and the special nature of the
contents of the Journal, and many suggestions made in a
kindly spirit for its supposed possible improvement. It is to
the answering of these questions, observations, or suggestions
that I would now address myself ; and I do so individually,
because until lately I possessed immediate control over the
matter in hand ; and because considerable sums of money have
been, from first to last, practically confided to me for the
purposes of our cause.

Ten years ago, although there was an earnest and active
group of people, deeply interested in all that relates to female ,
education and industry, and to the reform of the laws affecting
the property of married women, and though efforts were being
made in many directions for the bettering of the condition of
the mass of single women in this country, there was no centre
of meeting, nor any one work which could be said to draw
together the names of the ladies so actively employed. JBut
the separate exertions carried on were surely and solidly laying
the foundations of what has now taken its place as one of the
chief social " movements " of the day. In Education, a great
start was made by the erection of the " Ladies' Colleges."
Both at the one located in Haiiey Street, and at the one carried
on in Bedford Square, under the auspices of a most generous
and indefatigable foundress, the girl pupils were brought in
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contact with the minds of several eminent professors of the
day. The whole standard of female education in regard to
history, the dead and living languages, mathematics, and
musical science was changed. The pupils were made to
understand what is knowledge and what is not, and to appre-
ciate as well as to acquire.

In literature many women had achieved a solid reputation,
among whom perhaps Miss Martineau took the firs t place,
from the number and practical nature of her forcible writings ;
and one other mind, deep, thoughtful, and sincere, had been
frequently attracted away from the more intellectual and
artistic pursuits in which it was chiefly distinguished, towards
the problems of woman's life and work : I refer to Mrs.
Jameson. The oftener I recur to those former years, and to
the thoughts and plans current among* the younger generation
of my sex, the greater is, I feel, our debt of gratitude to her,
for the influence she exerted, not only in her writings, but in
her own person. She was ever ready to give time, thought,
and her best judgment to the plans of her younger friends ;
and her long experience of life, and strong sense of religious
and social morality, acted as a firm restraint against all anti-
social theories, such as have occasionally been started, apropos
of these questions, in other countries. She was thoroughly
liberal, widely cultivated, not at all cowardly as to the trying
of experiments, (such as the medical career), but she always
appeared to act from some inner law of womanhood, which it
was impossible for her to infringe, and which imparted grace
and consistency to everything she said and did.

The department of intellectual activity in which she natu-
rally took most interest was that of the artist ; and a group of
young women, who pursued art in one or other of its various
branches, were among her constant visitors during her sojourns
in London. , It was, however, to all the problems connected
with the care of the sick and the relief of the poor that her
thoughts chiefly turned, in those intervals of leisure left by her
own works on historical art. Her pursuits had led her to a
lengthened residence in various continental cities, and she had
investigated with zeal and care the institutions which are there
so deeply rooted, and which may be said to supply the place of
our poor law. The result in her mind was a strong belief in
the effi ciency of sisterhoods ; and she embodied her opinions in
two admirable lectures, entitled " Sisters of Charity," and " The
Communion of Labour," which were personally delivered in the
drawing-rooms of two lady friends, and afterwards reprinted by
Longman. To these were fin ally appended her admirable
" Letter to Lord John Russell," in which she touches on many
wants suffere d by her countrywomen, and devotes some pages
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to the consideration of the medical question. This letter is one
of the most remarkable productions of Mrs. Jameson's pen. It
is characterized by a simplicity and dignity which reveal the
aged and experienced woman, willing to come forward and
stake her well-won reputation for the sake of those younger
than herself ; it is written alike without heat and without
timidity, and is a noble example of that style of writing in
which the moral character of the author penetrates every
sentence, and infuses an authority to which mere eloquence
could never attain.

The general movement had attained the level I have at-
tempted to describe, when a bill was introduced into parliamen t
for securing the earnings of married women to their own
discretionary use. It was presented in the Upper House by
Lord Brougham, and in the Lower by Sir Erskine Perry. The
long* list of signatures was headed by the names of Anna
Jameson and Mary Howitt, followed by numerous signatures
of eminent women, among them that of Elizabeth Barrett
Browning. In its immediate object this effort failed. The bill
was not carried ; but it undoubtedly exercised a strong in-
fluence in that clause of the ensuing Divorce Bill, which
secures to deserted wives the use of their own earnings for
themselves and their families ; and in so doing, helped to
prevent the recurrence of all the worst cases of misfortune
resulting from the law ; for whatever may be considered the .
abstract justice of the case, it was in cases of desertion or
cruelty, when the husband, returning, swept off at a blow the
hard-accumulated earnings of his wife for her family, that
bitter injustice chiefly resulted. Such cases are now under
legal protection.

But this, though fairly to be laid to its credit, was far from
the only effect of the defeated bill. It induced, throughout the
spring and early summer of 1856, a lively discussion in the
newspapers ; and though ridicule was, in some instances,
poured on its supporters, much real, warm, lasting sympathy
was elicited, and many men came forward to give their help.
Even more important was it that, in the effort to obtain
signatures, people interested in the question were brought into
communication in all parts of the kingdom, and that the germs
of an effectiv e movement were scattered far and wide. It is an
act of justice to recall, that the first idea, and much of the
subsequent working consequent on the introduction of this bill,
were due to Miss Leigh Smith, now Madame Bodichon, a lady
since her marriage absent from England during the greater
part of each year, but who has been, from first to last, an
unfailing friend to the cause.

It was some six months later, in October, 1856, that a stray
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number of a periodical, professing to be edited by ladies, caught
my eye in the window of a small shop in Edinburgh. On
making some enquiries at the office , I found it to be a paper of
a- very harmless but very inefficient sort, full of tales, poetry,
and occasionally articles on charities. The proprietor, however,
wished to improve it7 and Miss Isa Craig and I wrote several
articles for him ; and when I, shortly after, left England to
spend the winter and spring abroad, Miss Craig undertook to
watch the " Waverley Journal " for me, as I had good hopes
that it might eventually be pressed into our London work.
When in Rome, in April, 1857, I received from Scotland what
was in fact an oj ffer of the entire control of this periodical ; and
then it was that I asked Mrs. Jameson's advice as to the
desirability of attempting to devote such a magazine to the
special objects of woman's work. She entered into the point
with her usual sympathetic kindness, and gave her advice in
the affirm ative. Thereupon, I wrote hack to Scotland, that I
would return in June, and take the con trol of the " Waverley
Journal," which I accordingly did ; and Madame Bodichon
placed in the hands of Mr. G-eorge Hastings a considerable
sum of money, to be applied to the improvement, and if
desirable, the purchase of the magazine. Negotiations with
the proprietor were entered into, which, however, proved
unsatisfactory ; and Mr. Hastings advised us not to spend
money and effort over a property which did not appear to be
worth either, but to start afresh, with a new journal of our own,
in London. It took some months to arrange our plans ; but
at the close of 1857, the editorship of the " Waverley Journal "
was relinquished, and in March, 1858, the " English Woman's
Journal " was commenced, Miss Hays and myself being j oint
editors ; the necessary money having been collected from various
good friends to the cause, in the form of shares in a limited
liability company. Six years have elapsed since that time,
during which 72 numbers have been issued, at a cost of anxiety
and responsibility far beyond what any merely literary journal
could entail, inasmuch as the subject matter of this particular
periodical touched at all points "upon the dearest interests and
safeguards of civilized society, was partially connected with the
religious views of various bodies of Christians, and presented in
other directions a perfect pitfall of ridicule, ever ready to, open
beneath the feet of the conductors.

It now needs to be considered in what relation this j ournal
could be expected to stand to the rest of the periodical press.
Had it from the first any hope, any expectation , any wish to
come forward in the same field with the able monthlies, which
contained the best writing of the day ? To this question an
emphatic no must at once be given. Such an idea would have
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been perfectly hopeless and absurd , and indeed self-destructive ;
for a subject cannot be at once popular and unpopular, rich and
poor, clothed ia purple and fine linen, and undergoing incessant
fear of a social martyrdom. If it liad been wished to start a
brilliant and successful magazine, some eminent publisher
should have been secured and persuaded to undertake active
pecuniary interest and risk ; all the best known female writers
should have been engaged, u regardless of expense ; " and then
—good-bye to the advocacy of any subject which wTould have
entailed a breath of ridicule ; good-bye to any thorough expres-
sion of opinion ; good-bye to the humble but ceaseless struggle
of all these years, and to the results which have sprung up
around the small office where so many workers collected to-
gether, because the purpose and the plan were honestly conceived
a7id carried out.

A few dates and details as^ to the different practical branches
of the movement may not be out of place, in connection wdth
this slight sketch of the history of the Journal. The first of
those who joined the early work was Miss Maria Rye. At the
time of the proposed introduction of a bill on the property of
married wom en, our attention was attracted by an excellent
article on the subject in the " English Woman*s Domestic
Magazine," signed " M. S. R.5' An enquiry made of the editor
was answered by a visit from the young writer, then living
near London with her family, and devoting her leisure to
literature. From that time she became the fast friend of her
fell ow-workers ; and when it became necessary to engage a
secretary to manage the large amount of correspondence which
the bill entailed, Miss Rye became that secretary, and was
immediately brought in contact with its supporters , many of
whom were men of eminence. In the summer of 1857, Miss
Craig first came from Edinburgh, and became assistant secre-
tary to the National Association for the Promotion of Social
Science, then in the course of formation. A year and a half
later, in November, 1858, Miss Faithfull was first introduced at
the office of the " English Woman's Journal," with the work
of which, for some months, she was more or less connected*
In June, 18593 Miss Boucherett came to London, desirous of
organising the Society for Promoting the Employment of
Women, and found in the same offi ce many friends and
helpers ; and for a few months Miss Sarah Lewin, and after-
wards Miss Faithfull , were secretaries to the infant society,
which was finally organised in connection with the Social
Science Association.

It was now, in the winter of 1859—60, that the group of
works, which have since been frequently reviewed by the press,
look their rise—all of them in a certain way linked to Miss
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Boucherett's society, except the Victoria Press, which Miss
Faithfull undertook, on a separate basis, in connection with a
gentleman^ who had for many years desired to see women
employed in printing*. At the same time the Law-copying
Office was started by the society, and Miss Rye installed as
manager ; and Miss Boucherett herself undertook the direct
superintendence of the Middle-class School, intended to fit
young women for taking situations as book-keepers, cashiers,
and clerks.

A Register was likewise formally opened at the office of the
society, and absorbed into itself a small register previously
kept in the office of the Journal ; but as the two offices were at
this time brought under one roof, at 19, Langham Place, the
register work has since been carried on almost without dis-
tinction in either room.

The Reading Room, which had been started over the little
office which the Journal originally inhabited in Prince's Street,
Cavendish Square, was at the same time moved into the same
large house, secured by the munificence of one lady for the
three institutions, and where they have now remained for four
years.

The Emigration movement, in which Miss Rye's name has
lately become prominent, grew naturally and imperceptibly out
of the work of the Law-copying office. So many women
applied for employment, to whom it was impossible to give it,
that Miss Rye tried to assist some of them to emigrate. One
by one was thus helped with a little money, lent by friends for
the purpose, and furnished with letters of introduction. Little
by little her time became absorbed by constant claims of the
kind. The law-copying business was carried on under a
forewoman, and Miss Rye gave herself up to the assisting of
emigrants, and at last determined on taking a voyage to our
colonies in one of the emigration ships, that she might herself
investigate the condition of the labour market, and the best
means for supplying needs at home and abroad. Miss Jane
Lewin has been Miss Rye's associate in the work from the first,
and now superintends - the Middle-class Emigration Society at
12, Portugal Street, W.C.

The last point of interest in the movement is the experi-
mental examination of girls, conducted by the examiners of
the University of Cambridge, which took place the firs t week
of December last, at which upwards of 90 students presented
themselves, and which may ultimately lead to the full opening
of the examinations of both universities. The consen t of the
Cambridge authorities was obtained chiefly through the inde-
fatigable exertions of Miss Emily Davies.

I must not omit to add that the present editor of the journal
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is also one of its oldest contributors, under the signature of
"Asterisk," and "E." Her first connection with the office
arose more than six years ago, when she actively interested
herself in the setting aside of one of the great London swim-
ming baths for the use of ladies on one day of the week. A
recent shipwreck had roused public attention to the desirability
of teaching women to swim ; and Miss Martineau, in particular,
had written a very forcible article in one of the periodicals.
Chiefly by the exertions of " Asterisk," the Marylebone swim-
ming bath was made available, and a teacher engaged ; and I
believe there is now an excellent establishment at Brighton
similar to those on the French coast. Our constant secretary,
Miss Sarah Lewin, occupies her old post, most of her time
being devoted to the society's register.

In this general outline no mention has been made of the
many many kind friends and helpers who have encircled us
with help and sympathy from the firs t, and who have been the
main stay of those whose names happened to become more
prominent. One lady, who has often signed herself as " A
Clergyman's Wife," in the pages of our " Open Council," has
been indefatigable, particularly in the department of emigra-
tion. The society's office has received constant assistance from
members of the committee ; and a young friend has lately
undertaken a large share of the regular duty, during- the tem-
porary absence on the continent of the lady who has for nearly
four years occupied the post of secretary—Miss Crowe. There is
no possibility of recording the manifold acts of help and kind-
ness which have taken place on all sides ; and when I look
back over these years, and compare the measure of our success
with the plans which floated before our inexperienced eyes at
the beginning, I am doubly impressed with the power of indi-
vidual character and individual effort. In this sort of work, as
in commercial barter, an adequate price must be paid down for
every result. " Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet
they grind exceeding small," says Longfellow, translating from
a German poet ; and whoso wishes to achieve any lasting good,
however small in quantity or humble in kind, must pay down
true coin, of motive and practice, of outline and of detail.

This is the more imperative, because, in any purely secular
work, it is next to impossible to secure those peculiar benefits
which spring from thorough organization , by which the weak
are sustained, the idle stimulated, the unsteady held in check.
Any twenty people will obey a common religious authority, and
they will obey the law of the land, when it enforces measures
for its own defence (as in the army and navy), or when it
enforces the fulfilment of contracts, as in the different relations
of master and workman. But when simple benevolent work is
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in question, which, is carried on, neither by tlie direct authority
of a religious body, nor by the principle of pecuniary contracts?
it is next to impossible to combine a number of people in any
reasonably permanent or satisfactory manner. There is a want
of organic coherence in the elements of human character, and
this is why the best workers are apt to lament the difficulties
of working through committees, even when these committees
are formed of really sympathising people. Then it is that the
personal worth of every individual tells conspicuously upon the
matter in hand ; or rather we may say that, without personal
worthiness, there is really no achievement at all. Societies
and committees have no inherent aptitude in getting through
work ; indeed, it may be doubted whether some of the momentum
is not actually lost in the friction they entail. Their great use
is in offering a guarantee for the funds subscribed by the
public ; the wisdom of the re-distribution is purely according
to the honesty and the energy of the individual members to
whom any branch is committed. A flaw in the instrument is
a flaw in the result, to a much greater extent than in the
working out of a system. Among the hundreds of thousands
of Wesleyan Methodists, all backing each other up hy that
mighty power of religious communion, the inferior capacity—
the slacker zeal of some members, are hardly visible, being so
intimately blended with the common stock. But let none argue
thus in choosing helpers for a secular work ; such work lacks
the fusing element, and each atom stands out, hard or soft,
round or square, crooked or straight, as the case may be. Even
worth will hardly save weakness, and strength carries its own
ends in. lower spheres. To those who watch with yearning
anxiety the progress of a movement like ours, the great source
of hope and cheerfulness lies in the attainment of a thorough
conviction that, however much it may fail in rounded unity of
action, no e&oxt, no thought, no single, true, unselfish exertion
of one for another, amidst all the many people gathered together
in its progress3 has been in vain. B. R. P.
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LXVIL—WOMEN AND CO-OPEEATION.

Biographies of noted characters abound in our introspective
age, and the tribute of a memoir is readily paid to the shades of
hundreds of men and women who have acquired a reputation,
more or less solid, for literary, scientific, political, religious, or
philanthropic eminence. But there is one class of persons,
consisting of men only, that has lately fallen into the hands of
bookmakers ; we mean the class of "self-made" men, men




